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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

On 7 February 2005, applicant amended claims 46 and 61 . Applicant cancelled 
claims 59 and 60. 

Claims 46, 48-58, 61-62 are pending and will be examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7 February 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, page 8, line 25-28, that Celliah notifies a program object and 
not a "...real world entity..." Applicant relies on Col. 25, lines 19-22, lines 48-52 and 
lines 61-64. Applicant concludes that his amended claims are patentable because 
claim 46 now recites "...providing notification ...to an entity that is conducting a 
transaction^' 

In response to this argument, the Examiner respectfully directs applicant's 
attention to Col. 25, lines 15-28, which reads: 
Observation Subsystem 

The Observations Subsystem 168 (FIG. 5) provides a system for recording events that represent 
observable data that results from customer interactions. FIGS. 14 and 15 depict the Observation 
Subsystem 168. Observation Subsystem 168 comprises two types of program object. These are 
called collectors and event recipients. FIGS. 14 and 15 depict three collectors 340, 342 and 344 
and four event recipients 350, 352, 354 and 356. A program object called a "collector" 
communicates events to one or more event recipients that have registered with the collector. 
Event Recipients are of two types, either Active Monitors or Loggers. 

Referring to Fig. 5, the Examiner respectfully directs applicant's attention to 
reference 168, described above. The Examiner notes the arrows connecting 168 to 
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various entities, including order fulfillment 130, electronic storefront 14. The Examiner 
respectfully directs applicant to Figs. 6 and 7, and related text, which depict completion 
of an online transaction of Fig. 5. At least these figures and related text disclose that 
notification is sent to various entities, including customers, participants, sales 
representatives, distributors, sales representative factories and others, via various 
interfaces. The Examiner respectfully submits that at least these entities correspond to 
what applicant labels "... real world entities. 

Therefore, applicant's arguments are not persuasive. 

Priority 

Please see previous Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 46 and claims dependent thereupon are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Applicants amendment introduced the following language: 

determine a charge associated with at least one of said associating a plurality of rules 
with a respective plurality of entities, said determining that one of said pluralityof entities is 
conducting a transaction, said determining a rule from said plurality of rules that is associated 
with said one of said plurality of entities, and said authorizing said transaction; and 

provide a notification of said charge to said one of said entities. 
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It is not clear how the new limitations cover. For purposes of this examination, 
the Examiner will interpret the new limitation to read: 

determine a charge associated with at least one of 

1 said associating a plurality of rules with a respective plurality of entities, 

2 said determining that one of said plurality of entities is conducting a transaction, 

3 said determining a rule from said plurality of rules that is associated with 

said one of said plurality of entities, and 

4 said authorizing said transaction; and 

provide a notification of said charge to said one of said entities. 

Prior art will be interpreted to read on applicant's claim where prior art discloses 
notifying any of the entities involved in a transaction, such as via a user interface, email, 
etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 46, 48-58, 61-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chelliah et al. (US 5,710887). 

As per claim 46, Chelliah methods and systems for facilitating transactions, 
including: 

Processor(s) (for example, Col. 4, line 60-Col. 5, Iine3) operative to perform at 
least the following functions. 

• Associate a plurality of rules with a respective plurality of entities. See, for 
example, at least references to business rules, Col. 1, lines 28-Col. 2, line 3), 
pricing rules (Col. 12, line 28-Col. 13, line 12). 
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• Determine that one of said entities is conducting transaction(s). See, for 
example, at least Col. 6, lines 26-65. 

• Authorize the transactions according the rules. See, for example, at least Col. 14, 
lines 39-Col. 15, line 4. 

• determine a charge associated with at least one of 

o said associating a plurality of rules with a respective plurality of entities, 
o said determining that one of said plurality of entities is conducting a 
transaction, 

o said determining a rule from said plurality of rules that is associated with 

said one of said plurality of entities, 
o said authorizing said transaction; 
See at least references to pricing engine 120 and related text,. 
provide a notification of said charge to said one of said entities. See, for 
example at least Fig. 15, Figs. 5, 6 and related text, which show that the ultimate 
recipients of any notification are entities that interact with the system. 

See also at least Col. 12, line 28-Col. 13, line 10 concerning determining that an 
entity is conducting a transaction, and . Fig. 15 and related text concerning notification 
process. As noted in the response to arguments, please refer to Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 
related text for entities that may receive the notifications via interfaces. 

As per claim 46, Chelliah does not use the words "memory" and 
"communication port." 
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It is well known that computer systems such as disclosed bv Chelliah often 
include memory and communication ports. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Chelliah and 
knowledge generally available to include memory and communications ports. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to combine Chelliah and knowledge generally available to include 
memory and communications ports for the obvious reason that computers often need 
devices where information can be stored and retrieved such as memory, and 
pathway(s) into and out of a computer for functions such as communications. 

As per claim r 48, Chelliah discloses that the rules may be based, at least in part, 
on at least one of the following: 

a barter credit; a spot price for a product; a price of a product involved in said transaction; a 
minimum number of products purchased during said transaction; a maximum number of products 
purchased during said transaction; a payment term associated with said transaction; a delivery 
requirement associated with said transaction; a shipping requirement associated with said 
transaction; a quality requirement for a product involved in said transaction; bundled products 
associated with said transaction; a customer associated with said transaction; an amount of 
inventory of a product involved in said transaction; and availability of a product involved in said 
transaction. 

Please see at least references to quantity discounts, Col. 7, lines 17-30. 
As per claim 49, Chelliah discloses determining a rule from a plurality of rules 
includes one of the following: 

determining an identifier associated with said one of said plurality of entities; and receiving a 
notification of said rule. 

Please see at least references to sponsor identifier and price discounts, at least 
Col. 19, line 35-Col. 20, line 67. 

As per claim 50, Chelliah discloses that determining that one of said plurality of 
entities is conducting a transaction includes receiving a notification that one of said 
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plurality of entities is conducting a transaction. Please see at least references to 
transaction processing, at least Col. 12, line 28-Col. Col. 13, line 10. 

As per claim 51, Chelliah discloses that receiving a notification that one of said 
plurality of entities is conducting a transaction includes at least one of the following: 

receiving said notification from a user device; receiving said notification from a server; 
receiving said notification from a device associated with a marketplace; receiving an 
electronic communication via a communications network; receiving a notification of a 
marketplace involved in said transaction; receiving said notification from said entity 1 , 
receiving said notification from a marketplace involved in said transaction; and receiving 
said notification from a party other than said entity involved in said transaction. 

Please see at least references to customers selecting to enter the electronic mall 
via a user interfaces, at least Col. 6, line 4-57. 

As per claim 52, Chelliah discloses that notification comprises at least one of the 
following: 

an email message; an XML feed; an HTTP transmission; an HTML transmission; an FTP 
transmission; a wireless transmission; an instant message communication; an electronic 
communication sent via a communications network; a facsimile transmission; a telephone 
signal; and a radio signal. 

Please see at least references to communications over a network such as the 
Internet, at least Col. 1, line 13-Col. 2, line 35. 

As per claim 53, Chelliah discloses that associating a plurality of rules with a 
respective plurality of entities includes at least one of the following: 

determining at least one rule that will apply for an entity conducting a transaction; and 
receiving a notification of a rule to associate with one of said plurality of entities. 

Please see at least references to sponsor identifier and price discounts, at least 
Col. 19, line 35-Col. 20, line 67. 
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As per claim 54, Chelliah discloses that provide a notification regarding said 
transaction to a marketplace. See, for example, setting up discount programs, etc., at 
least Col. 7, line 7-64. 

As per claim 55, Chelliah discloses that provide a notification regarding said 
transaction to said one of said plurality of entities. See, for example, at least Col. 7, line 
7-64. 

As per claim 56, Chelliah discloses that rule includes a condition and a result. 
See, for example, at least references to Pricing Engine, which applies rules, conditions 
and calculates results, such as discounts, Col. 18, line 1 1-Col. 19, line 35. 

As per claim 57, Chelliah discloses that condition includes at least one of the 
following: 

a requirement that a minimum number of products be purchased as part of said 
transaction; a requirement of a predetermined lead time between said transaction and 
delivery of a product involved in said transaction; a requirement of a predetermined lead 
time between said transaction and shipping of a product involved in said transaction; a 
requirement of a cumulative transactional volume over a desired time period; a 
requirement of a cumulative transactional volume by said one of said plurality of entities, 
a requirement of a cumulative transactional volume at a desired marketplace; a 
requirement of an availability of a product involved in said transaction; a requirement that 
a specific entity be involved in said transaction; a requirement that a specific marketplace 
be involved in said transaction; a requirement that a specific marketplace not be involved 
in said transaction; a requirement that a specific entity not be involved in said transaction; 
a requirement for an insurance policy associated with said transaction; a requirement that 
a specific product be bundled with said transaction; a requirement of a minimum financial 
amount involved in said transaction; and a requirement of a desired security associated 
with said transaction. 

See, for example, at least references to various types of incentives, discounts 
that may take place based on requirements such as quantity, Col. 7, line 16-39. 

As per claim 58, Chelliah discloses that transaction involves at least one of the 
following: a dynamically priced product and a non-financial product. See, for example, at 
least Col. 5, line 61 -Col. 6, line 3, concerning stock shares. 
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As per claim 60, Chelliah discloses that provide a notification of said charge. 
See, for example, at least Fig. 15 and related text concerning notification process. 

As per claim 61, Chelliah discloses that charge is based, at least in part, on at 
least one of the following; 

a monetary amount involved in said transaction; a non-financial product involved in said 
transaction 1 a dynamically priced product involved in said transaction; an anticipated cost 
savings associated with said transaction; a realized cost savings associated with said 
transaction; a cost associated with said transaction relative to a benchmark; an 
anticipated benefit associated with said transaction; a realized benefit associated with 
said transaction; a benefit associated with said transaction relative to a benchmark; a 
delivery requirement associated with said transaction; a financial requirement associated 
with said transaction; a number of entities in said plurality of entities; a number of rules in 
said plurality of rules, a number of products involved in said transaction; a number of 
times said rule from said plurality of rules has been applied in previous transactions; a 
number of times said entity from said plurality of entities has been involved in previous 
transactions; and a marketplace involved in said transaction. 

See, for example, at least references to Pricing and pricing engine, money totals 
and discounts, at least Col. 18, lines 26-Col. 19, line 35. 

As per claim 62, Chelliah discloses that a rule from a plurality of rules may 
modified modify said rule from said plurality of rules. See, for example, at least Col. 1 , 
lines 15-Col. 2, line 3. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571-272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
James Zurita 

Patent Examiner y-^—s > 
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29 April 2005 
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